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Abstract

In this paper, [ examined what caused the change in the concept of ”Shinto” in
the late medieval and early modern Periods after the Kenmitu structure collapsed. I
clarified the following point. Yoshida Kanetomo proposed the theory of ”Yuiitsu
Shinto” and tried to promote the transition of ”Shinto” to religion on the basis of
his interpretation of ”Shinto” as ”JINGIDO”. That, however, was denied later by
“Confucian Shinto”, which was, furthemore, adapted by anotyer ”Shinto” based on
ancient Japanese thougts culture. The transition of ”Shinto” to ”Religion” was
advanced from the Emperor-centerd standpoints. The transition was based on folk
beliefs in those days.
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