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Abstract

This article examines the distribution of genitive subjects in Nagasaki Japanese (NJ). First, I will modify Ochi and

Saruwatari’s (2018) analysis of genitive case licensors in NJ; in particular, I will provide new data concerning licensor

C. Second, I will examine genitive subjects in NJ in light of Hasegawa’s (2008, 2010, 2011) condition for neutral

descriptions in main clauses to argue that there is a remarkable consistency between the NJ data and Hasegawa’s data.

Since a genitive appears in NJ in both main and subordinate clauses, I argue that the condition for genitive subjects in

NJ is to be attributed to a subject defocusing phenomenon along the line of Aoyagi’s (1999) analysis.
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