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Abstract
Charlotte (1816-55), Emily (1818-48) and Anne (1820-49) Brontg are together known as the “Brontg sisters.” Since the
works of the sisters were published, much critical attention has been focused on the Bront€ sisters, but not on their brother
Branwell (1817-48). For many years in the past, he was regarded not as a great writer but as a burden on his sisters.
Therefore, he had been ignored by critics. For example, unlike Charlotte and Emily, he was not featured in Bronté Society
Transactions, the journal of the Bronté Society, to mark the 150th anniversary of his birth in 1967. However, the Bronté
Society published the 200th anniversary issue of the same journal in 2017 to celebrate Branwell. This is a proof that his
works, especially his poetry, have attracted many critics recently. Over the past 50 years, he has gradually been recognized
as a writer who is worth reviewing, like his sisters. As a part of the history of the criticism of Branwell Bronté, this paper

investigates an image of Branwell in Bronté Society Transactions from 1895 to 1999.
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77 v v x/b-7 v T (Branwell Bronté, 1817-
48) 1. [V =A > + =7 ] (Jane Eyre, 1847) DOAE
H v —n v b7 817 (Charlotte Bronté, 1816-
55) OB TH Y, [EE] (Wuthering Heights,
1847) DEE = VU« 7 1227 (Emily Bronté, 1818-
48) DS H =D, flikTe BRI E A RER
ThHOHOITK L, 7707 O4F, HE—&IC
T LTV 20D, b LIFmb6 TV & LT
LH ETT R UTHIKRO N & L TOMESITT
b, WHINMEFE L THREIND Z EIERNT
HHH, FhbLT Iz iftEEloniE, B
WA A= TR BRI E > TORHMH E VD
BN A=V THD, MR, EFITEnLE
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HRAT &V ) R Z il o7z,

Yy—nmy FOERIZ [ry—my b TrUT
DOAVE] (The Life of Charlotte Bronté, 1857) % il
L7 ) PR - Xy 241 (Elizabeth Gaskell,
1810-65) (. HIFHH TR O NS To v v — 1 v
FDOA A=V EHIMT R, ZDOEEROPTHT Z
Y VDENA A=V EHGEHICEMTHZ LTV
y—nrvy hOHIRERL LE 9 L&Az, ZORA
FRFICHERLEN, 20ROV T T 0T =1
PORSRNAY:

For the last three years of Branwell’s life, he
took opium habitually, by way of stunning
conscience; he drank, moreover, whenever he
could get the opportunity. . . . For some time
before his death he had attacks of delirium
tremens of the most frightful character; he slept
in his father’s room, and he would sometimes
declare that either he or his father should be
dead before morning. The trembling sisters, sick
with fright, would implore their father not to
expose himself to this danger; . . . (Gaskell 226-

227)
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(‘General’) ] (2). N4 (Life’)) (32), TV—7"-
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Neufeldt IREE(X, 1990 O FHEIZILEL S L7 7F
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MIEOBOVGEELE LS Zé Daphne du Maurier
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D, HEEERE LT ORRSCERPNE 2 G728 5
ZDe S BT, Sk L7z 2015 4ELLKE D Neufeldt filt
EHEOEFNT L - T, BUEE SIT/ERFER I X T
TTRY, 5% S LICHOBINEZ #FCTE S1E
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3. FIFIA D 1950 FRFET

FNTEERIC [TrrT - 247 4 —X] |
WTHIDNTWDE T T v 7 2 URIZDN T, ﬁﬁﬂ
TEREED T, 9L, duMaurier & Gérin
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ML LT, 1895 4ED [Ty « 2425 4 —X] £l
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Was this talented and misguided young man
ever in Dewsbury? I have been unable to
ascertain that he was. We have, however, here
to-day through the kindness of Mr. John Ingram,
of this town, some specimens of Branwell’s skill
as a painter; one being a portrait of Mrs. Ingram
in her girlhood, and accounted a very good
This
interesting particulars of the life of Branwell

likeness. lady has given me some

Vx|

during the twelve months she knew him, and
which certainly do not exhibit him in the lurid
colours in which he is pourtrayed by some
writers, notably Miss Robinson. He lodged at
the house in which she resided, that of her uncle,
Mr. Kirby, of Fountain Street, Bradford, and was
steady, industrious, and self-respecting. Some of
the information kindly given to me by Mrs.
Ingram I published in the Dewsbury Reporterin
the spring of this year, in one of a series of
articles under the title of Who wrote “Wuthering
Heights?”my object being to show that the claim
he made, or is said to have made, to be the
author of that famous work, was groundless,
and that, brimful of talent of a very high order,
as all know it is, the novel was the product, not
of his brain, but of that of his sister Emily.1?

ZOBIHORIZ, ZDH%RDT T T 2 UMBIZED S
RNV OB A 6ND, FTHHTT 70U o /LZ
[Fieldd 5 (‘talented) | T EH [RES T2 A~
EHpNTLE -7 (‘misguided’) | HE & STV D,
TDARA=VFT T2 VDO ANEERLTCNAD L
SoTHBE TIERVWTHAH, HFE, BRE, FiE
Hh7e EMziine & L, W bR ETHITL
TLEW, FEMORTIZRMMHEFICE T OIS
BeEZE ST WS ELENEEIEXTT 4T
T T 2 VBT WEEICRIELS o T D
Yates MEE L TWAHFREL ITHE L L TOFHED
ZIRLTEBY, BxERELUIZ0OFIHATHLRD BN
TWD N AEDFHERLBO B ~DF KT —8) 72\,
TNz, filitkE1TiEST, XEFLELTOT T
Tl N B OIXZ Z TR SRRV, TRIE
RN ] Z8E L 7-olE= )Tiﬁ<77/?
TV TEHRNNEWVWIERETSH I & TH S
nTnws, £, v YU RALOBET 2%
DLW (lurid) | A A=Y L ITEIHIRZFES & L
THREEZOFIHTITRRGN TSN, M)
LSRR O, — iz olgEb L
FIgnpifiL Cnictnwo Z e Thd, 7700 =x
INEdH < ETT v TR DRTEED ARG T 5.
FREEZENPLENRDSTEEED LWBHY &V D
A A=V h N5 SN THTZDOTH 5.
1920 FE 5 1930 FRUIZTFTo [T r T -
ALT 4 —=AJIZE, TT70 02K DERBED
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FCFFP B SN TVWD, REXEMERKT D
Bz, C. W. Hatfield |1&, 77 v =tV
YROBEITE L THiRIZIEZ SV Tz & v H 3
BT o BTV D,

Also, Branwell has often been made the target

for opprobrious epithets, and roundly
denounced as a liar, for stating that his late
employer had made a will disinheriting the
widow if she married again. There is no evidence
that Branwell knew that his statement was
untrue. It is, in fact, quite clear that he was only
repeating what he had been told, and that he
never doubted the accuracy of the information

he received.!®

HBEET & LTHEBEEMET TV Tidkel,
BOXDAA—VETHEEINTWET I U
g L, Hatfield 138§ IZFEHLO K A0IZ H % [7)
TTCWD, 7700V AT LTERIR B KD R
ThY, WEZFOREEEREY 2t vy—ry
MUBELZETTHY, LArE Y Y U RAID
BRENT-MELEL LTDOA A=V 25552 LT
Hatfield i34 % /73 L T\ 5,

S 52 Hatfield 1ZRFEEDOT 7 U =L DFFL
Podl L7ep, FRCB LRI ST g
LOD, HL ETHFHOBEHIZCE EE-TEY, FHS
BT 257 B3 STy, 777
v k (Luddenden Foot) TOERER DT T v =
JVDFFIZHOW T Hatfield (kD X 9 (2l _TW 5,

Depressed by the uncertainty and apparent
dulness of his future prospects, the condition of
his mind is reflected in most of the poetical
compositions written by him during this
unhappy period of his life.1?

IITESHLETT T U T o VOFFNL HEEOH D
DEEZRAH L LTEY, FHIsito—HeE LTL
NI STV, Hatfield (2 k- T, FE#Ed~
XX BRELTDOT T o7 = LGNS DORHNTRS S
NTNWDHDD, ESEBRT HMEDH L5454 FHEN
FEAELLTDOT I o U8IE - OEHMRICIZE S
RNV DOTHD,

Tokon, TV EREL, HITKTS

BIDT T 0 = MEOLEE 5

A A—=VOEEZITE S & 2#EHE 1940 480
5 1950 A RIZIT TH R B 45, Thomas Olsen I3,
Tz )VRRANNY w7 - 7 a7 (Patrick
Bronté, 1777-1861) 7652 12 BB IS KA o - 7=
LHERL, 7o o M EAEREICK
DTV,

Unfortunate in his education, unlucky in his
work, desperate in his love and uncared for
when he most needed understanding, Branwell
went through life with the dice loaded against
him. His father was careless in his upbringing,
and he lacked a mother’s attention. . . .

Branwell had failings, but more painful still
is the fact that he knew them. He suffered
torments from introspection.29

Olsen %, 77 v Uz /L& #ETHHE D H DR
F w2« 7arTaBRIILT0nD, Zhidsy
ATNP Y —y NOFEETHRIZT T U
NEBEIAN T EFZoLRTTHY, #HEFE L
TIEHEER S L, LoLens, Jodrd & LIk
ENTWET Tz VenbnE ) el &
ST N ERHT L S ETAA (introspection’) |
LTEHELADNEELSTEANTHD & D i~
OEEHIX, 2007 Z v 7 2 VIR T 2155
BB LB LR~ E DR > T, FEREIC
Wade Hustwick (X, 7V —A A VY L LTDT T
T ® VAR 2T N7y (‘respectable and
respected’) | 2VEEZEMH L TV 5,

— 4T, Olsen IFFEIZHIH LIZGRXDZ A MLk
LCT 727z VDORZED/NHThe Weary Are At
Rest ZfEH L TV D IZH b b T, TONEITT
T z)VOERRTHY, XA MLEioTHDHIE
T DONE~DF KiFx—8) 72\, Ivy Holgate |% 1958
HF|Z“The Key to ‘Caroline”22{Z B\ C, 77 U =
L DFHES 7 ‘Caroline’ & W 9 44 Bl D 2ok 3 B 5
T5 3 MmO LiIFTnwb, LaL. Holgate
DOEJst Caroline DETIVEFFET HZ EITH D,
777 2 VDR NTEH-7- William Dearden @
W& ZTh S Caroline Dearden & /EH @ Caroline
EREOTIT LS &35, 207D, (ERLaVitik s
DER-oTEY, FFOBLZTRIN TR, R
DIEFL LTOT T = MBIXZ O TIEET
BEINLTWRWVWDOTHD,
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T VDA A=V, FOEE Y ORFET
Xy AT VDT X9 72 ki T (fright”)
(Gaskell 227) # 525X T 4 U7 b D TH -T2,
FT7avs - 227 4 =X IZBWTHEZIY BT
TEPREZET-BIL, Harr#ET <<, rEr Y URA
RS NTZhbnWE S R NG E#HEH Lz, &6
WIZiE, 7 U —AA V& LTORIZ B & Mt 7 #4tit
FO X, BEE L3R D IHBRY CET X
SEEWMLC, 77 gombEERAD L L
tovjbt;ﬂifﬁﬁuéﬂfétgﬁ@%ﬁ
2R, Hokkx Al EZ R A 5 & T HRELHEEK
DEOHBRINTNL, 722, MEEFETZH DL
EHL ETHEOANETHY , ZOIEMTIE AR D 572
DTh D,

4. 1960 &M 5 1980 FKRFET

Iz, du Maurier & Gérin (2 K HAEEE 0N IR S
72 1960 2175 . Neufeldt |2 L B EFEN R E
NHETOEEZESTHD, 196141, M. C.&
WHIA =X NVDHDBPEEZIZLD, ERLD 250
BREICET 2O OREREINTND, £ I Tl
7T 7 = O NI L CIEREE R 22 455 T%
ZHITWAEN, /EFE L TORITILL T L 9 ICEE
LTV D,

And his gifts? On the literary side these
consisted in an extraordinary facility for
composition in prose and verse, and an

inventiveness in melodramatic fiction as
boundless as the stories he invented were
absurd. The sheer bulk of his output has
impressed both his biographers as something to
his credit, but to other readers will probably
appear rather daunting than admirable. Only
on the side of the visual arts can one stop and
say, “There was real promise here. Something of

value perished with him untimely.”23

BOCRFFOBIEICB T 27 7 Uz VOFRRICE
Looh, b MERICETS &) K 0idde
LAKSZL CWTLE 9 (‘rather daunting than
admirable) ] H D& L THEMITI Z BN TWD
CIZTROLNTWADIIERELE LTOFRETH S,
RREAEBET HERZ, du Maurier <2 Gérin 137 7

Vx|

YU VOFFEBIA LoD T T vy 2 L A&
LiziZb bbb d [T 227 0 —X] 12
BT OEZDO L O~DERIZRENR o7
DTHD,

ZOREFICHEE, BED 1962 i, 2 DR
R D84 OMFFFIC L D a2 v MERBHE SN
TWBH MR, ZDH A hViZ“Further Thoughts on
Branwell Bronté’s Story”24 & 72> Tk Y | Z DL
X770 02 VvOWEE] THY . (77307 =1D
ES ] TlE7Zevy, % LT du Maurier & Gérin 12 &
DIRFEHRER ORISIE, Rk 2 DDOFEHEDHT
B, TTU o VTEEEE I EBLE S < AFE
Tl o2k HTh D,

Z DO 1960 A2 5 1980 4E Iz <7 m v
T AT 4 =R ITRRENTZT T T = VI
T DMBITIE, F ¥ AT VOEFLOFTIE 2 | [En
FEJEZEHICHONTOELE20 by Y RAED
BMRIZE 2D H D 20 e ARG LT h A %6 L
72 DOPNHL T, HOER~DOFEB TR B2,
2 DDIRFLD HRE R W A 3T TE O AJEICH
RERT-ND L) >TEW 724, HL ETHE
FFOENTT T =D [HE] Tholz,

Tk, 2o ERE] I3 28.00% T bt T
WS T Tz VBIZEI WS DRDOTHA D
M, 7707V IEODLATEY —RELT—F
By BT o DIEFREZRNEOZEARE Y
RANEDODHEETHD, Hnn vy Y VEOFEEH
Fl OBk 2 e S =B lE, /tkeer vy kAL
DEFPLZTHDHEINTE], L2rL, Phylls
Bentley (Zm > Y U RAEDREKRIZONT NE &
NETRTI (T T =L D) 1EY & (‘nearly
all fiction) | 29 CTH 7= LI L. fRIE DAY D
H&, 73— UKEFEEEE, € L THEPZ TR -
FAEFETHIZ R Nzt Y (Edmund
Robinson) # RREMEIZSIE T VIAALZ L THD
ELTWD, LI s o< HHu<e, EEL
T FEEZBRRDFHICI T, #OFEY O HEHEME

(‘credibility’) | 29/TEED LWV ERT LTV D

Timothy Cockerill |7 @ — k> e A2 7 7*—2\
A (Broughton-in-Furness) TS EEHEIRFRIZD
WTIHEHLTWAN, BWETHARANLAT = A
I (Postlethwaite) FDFERIZOWTIRAZ1412,
WD I IZHET TS

Branwell’s downfall began by his visit to
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Hartley Coleridge, who advised the young man
to pursue his literary efforts, which Branwell
soon did, to the neglect of his pupils. One day in
June Branwell met a friend and did not return
to Broughton Hall as expected. Eventually Mr.
William Postlethwaite rode off in search of the
young tutor and brought him back visibly the
drink.  The
immediately dismissed Branwell.3?

worse  for Postlethwaites

ZZTlEAN—bLA - 2= ¥ (Hartley
Coleridge, 1796-1849) & D)7 APl 1L fikiL
LNTWD DD, AEDMEFTE LR VNRLAICT S
KRE~DOE K, LD b [ (‘downfall’) | &A1
A=V NT Ty ViIftEEES>TND, v~ E
VI UFRET TR, RANVAT =4 FFETHAR
FEFZRE Z LA L T HHEEP A ST D
EHIZZDOHIRDOA A=, TRAE]ficE T
FELTWD, Joan Quarm (X, t— A7 U 7
(Heathcliff) #, 77 > 7 = VDT~ HEEO{LE
ThHEEML, LTOX DT TND,

Such yearnings as Heathcliff’s for Catherine
and Branwell’s for Lydia might become confused
with drug hunger, as the victim, unable to
achieve his ambition, sought freedom from pain,
and a sense of well-being.3V

Tz MBIZBWTC, VT 4T cmrEYY D
LHTEHEST ~VIEHIfGEE L b0 TH D, W
DEERTETE LALLRN L D & Lo
W72 e — 227 ) 7 OGS 613 E
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T xVETe —RA 7 U 7T TR, By
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&)Z) Linda Lewis [Z A 7 U -7 A 7 — (Mary Taylor)
ﬂb’(77/‘7mﬂ/7§)ﬁ§<o7‘_ EEx, ny /Uy
ROIENEIZ L VAR HERIZELR TN D 82,
ui@iaK\7§V¢IWﬁ%<if\%@m
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NELTT B YT EOLBRO—HiaEH > TWHIZT
TRVOTHY, HEIPHE LIELH~OER X
ZORHITH R STV,
L2 AN, 1989 H1Z213 Selwyn H. Goodacre (2 k&

BT 7002 VRO E 7

- T“The Published Poems of Branwell Bronté&” &
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Around the time that this
published, Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton

poem was

Bell was going through the press. It contained
no contributions from Branwell, and by all
accounts he knew nothing of its existence. Yet
he had himself already had eleven poems
independently published; his sisters had but one
(Charlotte mentions a single poem by her
published in a local unnamed periodical). There
is something rather poignant about the whole
affair.34
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Whatever Mrs Robinson did or didn’t do she
did in a curious way contribute to Jane Eyre,
Wuthering Heights, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall,
The Professor and Agnes Grey. In all these
Wuthering Heights
adultery gets a bad press.

novels except perhaps
Contemporary

Vx|

readers were shocked, however, that the subject
was mentioned. Branwell contributed to his
sisters’ courage in speaking of adultery, and
their conviction in speaking against it. And so
once again we are in his debt.3?
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His novel and his cartoon reflect his brooding
on problems related to the Emancipation of
Slaves Act of 1833, and its application to the
1840s. Unlike his sisters, however, Branwell
remained unequal to the task of fictional
dramatisation and psychological exploration,
based on firsthand experience.3®
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His imagination was fed from the beginning
by the actual events and personalities of his own
time and the recent past, his early reading was
classical and referential; his manuscripts filled
with allusions. He is a rich mine for scholarly
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examination, proving once again that the Battle
of the Books is always an unnecessary war, and
an irresolvable one. It is time, then, to bring
Branwell the fiction writer in from the cold, to
stop using that wracked frame as a flibberty
gibbet to warn smug passers-by of the
retribution that awaits them if they do not mend
their ways.39
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Thematic devices generated by Charlotte are
quickly picked up by Branwell, and worked into
his own narrative thread, and the reverse is true
as well. Mutually inspired by one another, then,
brother and sister acted as each other’s creative
muse, so that eight years into the partnership,
their work becomes virtually interchangeable.49
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During the years 1834 and 1835, both brother
and sister were deeply immersed in analyzing
the disposition of their archetypes. For
Branwell, this marked a direct departure from
his earlier forms of writing. These longer, more
detailed psychoanalytical character studies

BIDT T 0 = MEOLEE 9

show a new maturity in his development as an
author, if not his growing obsession with
Northangerland.4V
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From the age of eleven Branwell saw himself as
a published author and editor. He saw himself
as a critice, dramatist, historian,
conversationalist, editor, publisher, but pre-
eminently as a poet — in short as the great
man of letters he saw exemplified by
Christopher North and James Hogg in
Blackwood’s Magazine, particularily in the
‘Noctes Ambrosianae’.43
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First, it is clear that Branwell was in real life
a more interesting, a more complex, and
ultimately a more tragic figure than he has been
made out to be. He had high ambitions, he had
talent and yes, ultimately he wasted much of
that talent (a serious crime in view of the place
the parable of the ten talents had in the family
consciousness), yet I would argue that he came
much closer to realising his dream than
tradition would have us believe.

Second, the writer who emerged after he
abandoned the Angrian saga in 1839, and
especially after his meeting with Hartley
Coleridge in 1840, showed signs of a growing
maturity that manifested itself in a number of
ways. As his verse became more introspective
and reflective he began to demonstrate a greater

interest in the social issues of the time.4¥
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My opinion of the Branwell-Mrs Robinson
story has varied through the years, as different
pieces of evidence have seemed from time to
time to support the truth of this or that item.4?
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