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Abstract

The meaning of Japanese tamatama is not propositional, but a procedural one. Procedural meanings are
directions that guide the listeners to interpret an utterance in a specified way. Words expressing procedural
meanings cannot be modified by other expressions. Their compositionality is blocked, which is the case with
tamatama. The meaning of tamatama is not included in the antecedents of pronouns or the scope of conditional
clauses. The listener can disagree with the speaker’s use of famatama in some cases. In those cases, the listener
feels that the event is not such a minor matter as is expressed by tamatama and questions whether the use of
tamatama is appropriate or not in the context. In some examples, tamatama is used when guuzen is more
appropriate than tamatama because the events depicted in the sentences seem to be important, and not as trivial
as expressed by tamatama. 1 think that tamatama in those cases is deliberately used by the speaker so that it
could reduce the seriousness of the event expressed by the sentence. The event, which is modified by tamatama,
involves unintentionality, even though the action referred to in the sentence is an intentional one. The

unintentionality in such a case is not that of sentence-level, but that of discourse-level.
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