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Abstract
This note attempts to identify common factors which influence cross-cultural communication between
individuals belonging to international and intercultural families. = The research on which it is based
consists of interview sessions with 20 adult members of such families.  They talked freely, and mostly in
an unstructured way, about the benefits and difficulties of living in a family where two or more cultures and
languages are present.  Of the large number of particular topics covered by the interviewees, this note
focuses solely on the theme of communication, and presents a first stage analysis of the relevant

comments provided by five female and three male interviewees.
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3.6 FsA R—3 2 FHE - RkBHAAN-XkE&H
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F-1 Polish talk a lot, and Japanese don'’t.
My husband doesn’t talk much and he says I
talk much, he wants me to read his mind.
“Do you want ocha?” He says “Un. ” What is it,
you want or not? [ZIa=/r—I g /F—
U DEN]

F-2 He says I speak too openly, too direct.
(A ]

F-3 1 don’t like to plan, he asks what time
do you get up? He wants to make sure
He doesn’t
inform me, but it seems I need to inform him.

Un 2 % #8513 — 7]

Still for him I’'m more indirect.

everything is perfectly done.

F-4 (He loves me but) he doesnt say he
loves me. [EERBD 2]

F-5 Polish talk to relax and communicate.

Japanese talk when there is a problem. [=

Ra=mf—va itV T v AT 5 O% R
B’

3.7 G A AXYREE - TEBARAN - TEL
BAREBEEE - F1ALERE

G-1 (Were you
expectations?) Yes.

of

She made it very clear.

aware ex-wife’s

I was perfectly aware of, but we never discussed.
[FE LAWK A]

G-2 (How did you respond to her when she
told you that she wasnt happy?) I passively
listened. But certainly not wanted to discuss.
I never discussed with her. It is not my nature.
I was never good at discussing anything with
anybody, including my own family. R LA
WO

G-3 I didn’t respond.
I did my own things,

I usually bottled up.
I was never angry.
whether it’s a walk or cycling, just discharge

that way. GELADLRNWI EICL - TEFEL

_10_

To =R VX — OfEHE]
G-4 1 didn’t respond. She was better, she
And Dbetter
bringing up things on the table to be discussed.
[FE LAV OHER]
G-5 I was too afraid.

tried to let her feelings out.

It was an unfamiliar
territory. I could have made things much
easier for her, for me too, had I been more

[(FELEWESR O]

G-6 She became more and more frequent

willing to talk about.
commenting I would like you to change. I got
to the point that maybe I need to change, then I
thought just a minute she is always asking me
to change, that’s fair enough, but then I never

I never did. There is a

[JEFENSDERE T L

asked her to change.
bit of imbalance.
EHzxbHHE5]

G-7

consequence of having an argument.

I didn’t want the
I don’t

It was me, my

I was a coward.

think it is anything cultural.
personality, lack of familiarity (with discussing).
atenm 22 0E LT 2 PR ]

G-8 My ex-wife said repeatedly, even to the
(divorce) mediator, she wants me to be more
like a Japanese salary man. I have no
intention of being a salary man. Our values
were very very different. I wonder if she was
aware before our daughter was born, or even
when we got married. I never asked. (R
LAWVOXRM, MEBOMHEIZK SV TWong
Moz &&z7el]

G-9 I never apologized to her.
#olmz L]

G-10 (about talking things in relation to other

Honestly.

—

people rather than oneself) It’s not because I
am reluctant to talk about myself or my own
It’s much fuzzier and complicated than

(B & &5

things.
talking about other people.
7B

G-11  (After the divorce) I haven’t been
consulted as to which school our daughter goes
to.  She thinks I don’t deserve. [ FfitDiE=:
WS REIZR T LTI SR N]

G-12

their new born baby were staying at her

(looking back when his ex-wife and
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—EEFEA =L DHEREY

mother’s home, jikka, rather than their own
My wife wasn’t pleased about my
coming. Her mother said g H¥72< TH W
WTTX), (994, mARMELEYT) . 1
didn’t ask. I didn’t argue. I just did it.
[L7zWZ b, | S0nF o7z w9,
T ATENC T

home)

3.8 SAREDT—A

C (HARANZM) G (AFXVUAANFEMH) H (I
FTHENBYE - TEAARAN - TELAAFE - T 1A
L HEEE) D 3 N TITo 2k TOHRE TH D.
ClGIEERLDHATEREELRN—ABTH L.

C-1
more direct and they enjoy communicating or
Once when I talk

with my (Chinese) husband in front of my sister,

Chinese more like Western: they are
discussing with others.

she cannot understand Chinese of course, but
for her it was as if we were quarreling, but we
were just talking and exchanging opinions.
What is most difficult for me is when he said
some opinion I feel as if I was offended or I was
scolded by him. [EEICEE L THEWNFE - T
WAL HICHZ 2 5P ERFECOREE]

H-1 (on his ex-wife)
opinion, it was (taken) like I was arguing. I

If T expressed my

was just expressing, I wasn’t raising my voice, 1
wasn’t screaming, I was expressing but because
it was contradicting what I should be saying or
what was thought to be right, (she said) I was

creating conflict. It was just a normal
conversation. So you felt you couldn’t express
yourself because anytime you expressed

yourself, it was like you get the feeling that
your partner feels you're arguing with her when
you are just trying to communicate. (38 D
DEEDOOH D TH, BIZhbRWVWEFTNFNE L
DNDIZOREEEZ X D520

C-2
teach me how to discuss with others.

(on her ex-husband) He wanted to
He says
some opinion and then he expects my answer.
When I keep silent, he still tells me you can say
this way and this and this, to just say the
In Japan when you have different

[ERDEAD

opinion.

opinion, you just keep silence.

242 2/

itsam DAL RF A AR O Bl 3RS k]

G-2 I couldn’t challenge that or I knew if I
tried to challenge it, then I would be seen as
So
then you kind of stopped communicating and
then it builds up inside and that starts
festering, right? [ERZE 5, I LA I
5, B, HoORMNPRKRELS D LW H K —
]

being argumentative and confrontational.

G-3 If you feel you can’t give your opinion,

then where is freedom or democracy? It

becomes totalitarian. [FEED H B Ol
DOHR L7225 ]
G-4

things because things didn’t go in that way and

I felt it was futile to try to discuss

turned into argument, so what’s the point? I
might as well just bottle up and say nothing.
I felt there is really no logic, and the more you
try to analyze it the more difficult. I can’t

analyze it anymore, it’s beyond analyzing. 1

just don’t see any logic any more. [Ef L& WX
FRER DS B A FR 2 Ao R BAAR ]
C-3 (about how to finish

discussion/argument) My way is just to keep
silence, and finish, don’t tell anymore and
forget it.  But his (Chinese ex-husband) way
is to ask why and how and what we should do
this, he wants some result. It’s better to just
cut it and finish it. GhELAWVWRFF TGS
D&V T, BRERERZRD 5]
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